
	Worship Calendar

Sunday, April 12th, Easter 2 (AG Team 1) 
	10:30 a.m. – (White) Holy Eucharist (EA - Gail Trewhitt)
	 Preacher: Reverend Emeline
Acts 2:14a, 22-32 (Sharon Smith)    Psalm 16   1 Peter 1: 3-9 (Louise Smith)    John 20:19-31

Sunday, April 19th, Easter 3 / Alongside Hope Sunday (AG Team 2) 
	10:30 a.m. – (White) Holy Eucharist (EA – Donald Sparkes)
Acts 2:14a, 36-41  (Donald Sparkes)  Psalm 116, 1-3,10-17   1 Peter 1: 17-23 (Rosalind Sparkes)   Luke 24:13-35

Sunday, April 26th, Easter 4, Good Shepherd Sunday (AG Team 2)
	10:30 a.m. (White) Holy Eucharist (EA Iain Hollett) Chancel Chat with Ken Carter (Team Broken Earth)
Acts 2: 42 – 47 (Gail Trewhitt)   Psalm 23   1 Peter 2: 19 – 25 (Glenda Tapp)   John 10: 1 – 10

Sunday, May 3rd , Easter 5, 10:30 a.m. (White) Morning Prayer in Easter followed by a Cup O’Tea in the Parish Hall (AG Team 3)
Acts 7: 55– 60 (Shirley Butt)  Psalm 31: 1-5, 15-16   1 Peter 2: 2-10 (Sandra Squires)  John 14: 1 – 14



Regular Parish Office hours are Monday – Thursday, 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.

The Parish Office will be CLOSED 
Monday, April 6th and will reopen Tuesday, April 7th at 9:00 a.m.

Service Roster:	Sidespersons		Sound Room
April 5th  		Betty H.			Bob D.
April 12th 		Don S..			Ken L.
April 19th 		Jo-Anne R.		Bob D.
April 26th 		Rex H.			Ken L.
	
Bishop: The Right Reverend Dr. Samuel Rose
Diocesan Administrator: The Venerable Charlene Taylor
Rector: The Reverend Canon Josiah “Jotie” Noel, T.S.S.F. (Third Order, Society of St. Francis)
Parish Deacon:  The Reverend Lisa Cox
Organists/Choir Director: Stephanie Gavell, Amanda Dawe-Ledwell
Parish Wardens: Sharon Smith & Audrey Mercer
Office Administrator: David Kelland




Welcome to the
Parish of St. John The Evangelist
Conception Bay South, Newfoundland
April 5, 2026
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The Bulletin is given to the Glory of God and in Loving Memory of
Clifford H. Petten
who passed on April 26, 2025
by Wife, Audrey & Three Children, Judy, Jeffrey & Sharon,
12 Grandchildren & 12 Great-Grandchildren


www.stjohntheevangelistnl.com
Facebook: SJTE Topsail
Office email: sjtetopsail@nfld.net
Office phone number: 709 834-2336
Rector Email: jotienoel@gmail.com
Cell: 709 325-2366


Our Parish Mission Statement 
We believe in nurturing a community of faith dedicated to inclusion, support and sharing the story of God's love with all people regardless of the stage of their spiritual journey
The Parish live-streams our regular Sunday Services and posts to Facebook
 Alleluia! Christ is Risen. The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia!

“Mind if I smoke?” asked the cab driver. “I’d probably rather you didn’t,” I said from the back seat, “for your sake and for mine.” “I know I probably shouldn’t smoke,” said the cabbie. “But the way I see it, when your number’s up, it’s up. Not much you can do about it.”

I had a whole host of theological objections to such thinking about numbers being up and not much to be done about it, but I didn’t bother the man with those objections. In fact, as I sat there, grateful that he didn’t light up, I thought to myself, there is something, though not much, to be said for resigning yourself to your mortality. 

Better than whining. Why protest? We are mortal: when your number’s up, it’s up. Take a number; sit quietly and resignedly until your number is called. Therein is wisdom: to sort out the situations in life where there’s something we can do to affect the events from the situations where there’s nothing we can do. Death is the ultimate out-of-our-control situation.

While this is wisdom of a sort, Christians still can do more than resign ourselves to the truth of our mortality. If our ultimate fate—or even our fate tomorrow in whatever out-of-control situation life throws at us—is up to us and our efforts, then we are doomed.

But if it is not all left up to us, if our deeds are not the only actions, if it is true that, “The Lord’s strong hand is victorious! The Lord’s strong hand is ready to strike! The Lord’s strong hand is victorious!” then we have hope.

The women went out to the cemetery in the dark on Easter, hopeless and in despair. They returned, rejoicing, “He is risen!” The story of God and us has not ended; it’s just beginning! God wins!

Here is news that can turn your mourning into singing. This is the great acclamation at the heart of the Christian faith, the truth that is at the heart of resurrection, the great shout of praise that is evoked by Easter, the good news that it is my privilege to declare to you this day:						Canon Jotie, T.S.S.F.

Alleluia! Christ is Risen.
The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Easter Flowers: - A donation towards the beautiful Easter flowers gracing the Church today, has been gratefully received from Betty Power. Thank you!

We invite prayers for those who are sick: Colin C., Isla, Phyllis H., Dave M., Erica H., Diane W., Una D., Ann H.

Pastoral Emergencies / Need to Speak to Canon Jotie – As we adjust to our new ½ time clergy model we have a couple of suggestions:
1.	In the event of a pastoral emergency do not hesitate to contact Rev. Jotie directly. He has the same cel number and will attempt to answer and respond to calls on an ‘as needed’ basis. 
2.	If you need to speak to Rev. Jotie, we suggest you start contacting the Parish Office (Monday – Thursday, 9 – 1 p.m.). As needs unfold his regular intended work schedule of Wednesday and Saturday may be changed.
3.	 Canon Jotie is ready, willing, and able to visit you in your home for conversation, prayers and/or Home Communion.

Bible Study – We chat about the Sunday Bible Lessons upstairs in Church on Thursdays, 11:00 a.m. Our facilitator, Gail Trewhitt will have copies of the lessons or You can bring your own Bible. All are welcome. Next Session – Thursday, April 9.

It’s going to be a busy spring:

1. March 31 – May 30 - Spring ticket draw.  Tickets $5 each on a $1000 prize.  Only 600 printed.  We will need help buying and selling tickets.  Prize for the most tickets sold - $100.  Please contact Shirley Glynn at shirleyglynn@nl.rogers.com or Betty Hiscock at bettyhiscock@hotmail.com to help out.
2. April 25 - Lasagna Dinner.  $17 Each.  Feel free to start selling now.
3. May 3 – We recognize Rev Jotie’s retirement with a cup of tea and celebration after our morning service.
4. May 9 - Spring cleaning flea market.  We will need a group of volunteers to make this event work.  Spread the word.  Details to follow.
5. May 30 – Chicken Dinner takeout.  Men of the parish usually take the lead on this fundraiser so we will need volunteers.  Details to come.

Bishop’s 2026 Easter Letter

Dear Beloved in Christ,

 Christ is risen! Alleluia!
 
These past few days, I've been reflecting on Thomas Merton’s words in his 1959 essay “Easter: The New Life” from the book Seasons of Celebration. Merton, a Trappist monk devoted to contemplating profound spiritual truths, makes Easter feel immediate and vital amid our daily struggles and global chaos. He reminds us that true hope springs from the Cross, where darkness seems absolute before the dawn of resurrection light.
 
In our world today, we hear hateful speech and see unfair systems at work. Merton calls this “established disorder.” Yet, Easter invites us to see beyond this chaos and pulls us toward something better. It is not just wishful thinking: it’s a deep-rooted confidence that the Resurrection can change us from the heart outwards. Like Christ moving from the pain of the Cross to the triumph of the empty tomb. As St. Paul reminds us in Romans 6:4, “We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life,” - so we are given strength to face our own tough times, whatever they may be personally or globally, knowing grace will guide us to healing and true freedom. 

No matter where you find yourself this Easter - amid personal trials or global unrest - look for the sparks of resurrection life emerging around you. With all the worries and problems at home and in the world, Easter calls us to be builders of peace. As Merton wrote, “If (a person) has hopes that God will grant peace to the world, it is because they also trust that... there is in (humanity) a potentiality for peace and order which can be realized, provided the right conditions are there. The Christian will do their part in creating these conditions by preferring love and trust to hate and suspiciousness.”
 
Taking a cue from Merton, we can make a real effort to uproot anger, selfishness, and distrust in our own lives and relationships. Whether we’re people of faith or simply trying to do good, we can choose peace over violence and love over hatred. We can spread good news to those who need it, help mend what’s broken, and create places where everyone, regardless of background, culture, or circumstance, feels included and valued as signs of hope. This Easter, celebrating that empty tomb, let’s recommit to a world that’s already shifting toward the good, even if it’s not fully there yet. 

As Merton wrote: “Let us not then darken the joy of Christ's victory by remaining in captivity and darkness, but let us declare His power, by living as free (people) who have been called by Him out of darkness into his admirable light.”
 
Easter brings with it a promise: Christ’s Resurrection breaks through death and hopelessness, opening the way to new life for all. We can turn away from the conflicts of our time and move toward the real love that builds bridges instead of walls.
 
I invite you to share how Easter's hope is manifesting in your communities as we share this resurrection light together. May we do so in hope and trust as we go forth in peace, affirming: Christ is risen! Alleluia! 

In Resurrection hope,[image: ]
The Right Rev. Samuel Rose 
Diocesan Bishop 
Anglican Diocese of Eastern Newfoundland and Labrador 

[image: ]All quotes from: Thomas Merton, Seasons of Celebration (New York: Farrar, Straus & Giroux. 1965).
Thomas Merton icon by William Hart McNichols

Our Parish needs a TREASURER!

Our ministry of the Parish finances is shared among multiple people.

Our thank offering is received on Sunday. The Church considers the financial gift you offer for the work and ministry of the Parish a reflection of gratitude. The more thankful to God we are for the blessings we receive, the more generous we are in our donation to the Church. 30 years ago, the Church suggested the modern tithe – 5% to the church and 5% to various charities. Most Anglicans have not adopted the tithe, hence the financial predicament we are facing! Nonetheless, at worship, Sidespersons receive the thank offering, presenting them for blessing as part of the congregations Offering, with the Bread and Wine. 

A team of at least two Counters count and deposit the offering in the Bank. The Counters ensure names, amounts, etc., correspond as there occasionally discrepancies in Names, Envelope Numbers and Amounts to be corrected. We have three Counting Teams.

The Counters pass this information to our Administrative Assistant, David Kelland, who:
Enters all the financial information in our financial computer program,
Oversees the day-to-day operations of the finances. 
Cuts cheques to pay all bills and addresses questions that arise regarding Invoices, Cemetery Niche/Plot purchases, etc. 
Provides the Treasurer with a comprehensive reconciled statement at the end of every month which the Treasurer simplifies for monthly Vestry Meetings. 

The Treasurer acts on behalf of the Church Wardens to oversee the entire financial operation. They are one of four signing officers. Officially, It is the duty of the Treasurer:
(a) To keep proper account of all money belonging to the congregation.
(b) To report regularly to the Rector, Churchwardens, and Vestry on the financial
affairs of the Congregation. (Normally, at a monthly Vestry Meeting)
(c) To provide information and advice for the preparation of the annual budget.
(d) To ensure that all money contributed for special purposes is duly applied to such purposes, and, where applicable, remitted promptly.
(e) To perform such other duties as may be prescribed by the Vestry from time to time.

Prayerfully consider if you may be ready, willing and able to be our Parish Treasurer. Our former Treasurer has volunteered to assist the new Treasurer as needed.




St. John the Evangelist
Spring Lasagna Take Out

Saturday, April 25, 2026
Lasagna, Caesar Salad, roll and dessert
Adults $17.00        Children under 12  $8.00
PICK-UP:   between 3:30 and 5:00 pm

To Order,  please call:-
Louise @  (709) 834-2385
Shirley @ (709) 368-9504

Order deadline:  Sunday, April 19, 2026

We thank you for your support
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