
	Worship Calendar

Sunday, March 8, Third Sunday in Lent, 10:30 a.m. (Purple) Holy Eucharist  (AG Team 2) (EA Iain Hollett)
Exodus 17: 1-7 (Rosalind Sparkes)  Psalm 95   Romans 5: 1-11 (Donald Sparkes)   John 4: 5 – 42

Wednesday, March 11, 7:00 p.m. Wednesday in Lent – Compline & Address 

Sunday, March 15, Fourth Sunday in Lent, 10:30 a.m. (Purple) Holy Eucharist (AG Team 3) (Gail Trewhitt)
1 Samuel 16: 1-13 (Sandra Squires)   Psalm 23   Ephesians 5: 8-14 (Shirley Butt)   John 9: 1 – 41

Wednesday, March 18, 7:00 p.m. Wednesday in Lent – Compline & Address 

Sunday, March 22, Fifth Sunday in Lent, 10:30 a.m. (Purple) Holy Eucharist (AG Team 1) (EA Donald Sparkes)
Ezekiel 37: 1-14 (Robert Dawe)   Psalm 130    Romans 8: 3-11 (Donna Dawe)  John 11: 1 – 45





Parish Office hours are Monday – Thursday, 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.

2026 Bulletins - If you’d like to give a weekly bulletin to commemorate the life of a loved one or in Thanksgiving for an event in your life, please contact David in the office for the dates available.

Service Roster:	Sidespersons		Sound Room
March 8th 		Audrey M.		Andrew B.
March 15th 		Betty P.		Ken L.
March 22nd 		Gail T.			Bob D.

	Bishop: The Right Reverend Dr. Samuel Rose
Diocesan Administrator: The Venerable Charlene Taylor
Rector: The Reverend Josiah “Jotie” Noel, T.S.S.F. (Third Order, Society of St. Francis)
Parish Deacon:  The Reverend Lisa Cox
Organists/Choir Director: Stephanie Gavell, Amanda Dawe-Ledwell
Parish Wardens: Rex Hillier & Donald Sparkes
Office Administrator: David Kelland



Welcome to the
Parish of St. John The Evangelist
Conception Bay South, Newfoundland

March 8, 2026
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This Bulletin is given to the Glory of God
and in Loving Memory of 
Louis Walters
by wife, Maud & Family

www.stjohntheevangelistnl.com
Facebook: SJTE Topsail
Office email: sjtetopsail@nfld.net
Office phone number: 709 834-2336
Rector Email: jotienoel@gmail.com
Cell: 709 325-2366

Our Parish Mission Statement 
We believe in nurturing a community of faith dedicated to inclusion, support and sharing the story of God's love with all people regardless of the stage of their spiritual journey

The Parish live-streams our regular Sunday Services and posts to Facebook
The woman said to him, “I know that Messiah is coming” (who is called Christ). “When he comes, he will proclaim all things to us.” Jesus said to her, “I am he, the one who is speaking to you.” John 4: 25-26

On this third Sunday of Lent, we watch Jesus encounter the Samaritan woman, a religious and political person on the margins. at the well. She is a woman with no name, a woman on the margins. Why else would the crowd ask, “Why is he talking to her?” She is surprised that Jesus speaks with her: “Why do you, a Jewish man, ask for something to drink from me, a Samaritan woman?” Jesus’s own disciples later indicate that this is an outrageous conversation.

In John’s gospel, a wide range of people encounter and are encountered by Jesus. This “woman” is described four times as a “Samaritan”. Jesus comes to her in the middle of the day, at noon. 
  
When Jesus speaks to her of “living water”, she immediately engages Jesus in discussion of “flowing water.” Now, she can’t be blamed for this misunderstanding. It’s the same Greek word in both instances, which can have the meaning of flowing (think of the lively brook) and the life which is in Jesus.

It certainly seems like it wouldn’t have hurt for Jesus to speak a little less elliptically.

“Sir, give me this water,” she exclaims. She calls Jesus a “prophet,” referring to the different locations of worship for Samaritans and Jews.

Jesus engages her, teaches her, appears to win her over. The story ends with the woman at least tentatively using that controversial, political term for Jesus: “He isn’t the Messiah, is he?”

After speaking with Jesus, she speaks to her friends and, in speaking to her friends, leads a number of her Samaritan kin toward Jesus. In this she becomes one of the very first evangelists.		                         Canon Jotie, TSSF

Lord of the wellspring,
source of life and truth:
give us the courage of the Samaritan woman,
so that we may receive living water,
and worship you in spirit and in truth;
through Jesus Christ who quenches our thirst with eternal life. Amen.

	
Mid-week Lenten Address & Compline

For Lent 2026, we will discern (Baptismal Covenant Questions 6-9): Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbour as yourself? Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of every human being? Will you strive to safeguard the integrity of God's  creation, and respect, sustain and renew the life of the Earth? 

Continuing to live into our baptismal ministry, our lives are our answers to the questions. In consideration of our Ministry Model’s focus for the Love of the World:

Wednesday, March 11, 7:00 p.m. ‘Where do you live?’

Wednesday, March 18, 7:00 p.m. ‘What do you see?’

Wednesday, March 25, 7:00 p.m. ‘Who is your neighbour?’





We invite prayers for those who are sick: Colin C., Isla, Phyllis H., Dave M., Erica H., Diane W., Una D., Harry D., Ann H.


Pastoral Emergencies / Need to Speak to Rev. Jotie – As we adjust to our new ½ time clergy model we have a couple of suggestions:
1. In the event of a pastoral emergency do not hesitate to contact Rev. Jotie directly. He has the same cel number and will attempt to answer and respond to calls on an ‘as needed’ basis. 
2. If you need to speak to Rev. Jotie, we suggest you start contacting the Parish Office (Monday – Thursday, 9 – 1 p.m.). As needs unfold his regular intended work schedule of Wednesday and Saturday may be changed. 


Parish Home Visits – The dynamic of the times still provides many issues for clergy home visit ministry. As we continue to emerge out of the pandemic and still live with it, Canon Jotie is ready, willing, and able to visit you in your home. Under the circumstances, this offer comes with the understanding that he will respond to invitations. Please call him to invite him to visit your home if you wish for conversation, prayers, or Home Communion.


Worship Committee Meeting – The Parish Worship Committee (Rector, Stephanie Gavell, Deacon Lisa, Gail Trewhitt) will meet on Saturday, March 14 at 10:00 a.m. We discuss the parish worship to make adequate preparations.


Bible Study – We chat about the Sunday Bible Lessons upstairs in Church on Thursdays, 11:00 a.m. Our facilitator, Gail Trewhitt will have copies of the lessons or You can bring your own Bible. All are welcome. Next Session – Thursday, March 12.

Projekt Chamber Voices invites you to join them on Saturday, March 14, at 2pm at St. John the Evangelist for a program of music for chamber choir, with special guest, Vernon Regehr, on cello. Tickets ($25/$20) will be available at the door (cash/credit card) 


Sacred Aging Study: Bishop Sam Rose is pleased to announce that the Rev. Canon Josiah (Jotie) Noel has been contracted to conduct a study on “Sacred Aging,” exploring life’s transitions and questions of identity, gifts, and purpose. This work reimagines “retirement” not as an end, but as a vocational shift, with a strong emphasis on spiritual discernment, particularly for the ordained. Through reading, prayer, and conversation, Canon Noel will deliver a report to Bishop Rose and the Diocese on how to better explore God’s ongoing call in all stages of life.

New feet within my garden go –
New fingers stir the sod.
A troubadour upon the elm
Betrays the solitude. 
                                                            - Emily Dickinson
Calling for Volunteers

Community Connector - A Mobile Place of Welcome and Belonging

Community Connector (Mobile Ministry Bus), an initiative of the Diocese of Eastern Newfoundland & Labrador, will help meet the needs of people from all communities in our province who come to St. John’s for basic services.  It is our hope that this endeavor will provide a space for those living on the streets to get warm in the winter, cooled in the summer, to provide a simple hot meal, coffee & tea or a cold drink, and provide basic clothing and hygiene & toiletry items.   


There will be two information sessions to provide information on the many ways you may be of assistance as a volunteer.

·       March 16th, 7 pm – Church of the Ascension, 58 Smallwood Drive, Mount Pearl,

·       March 19th, 7 pm – St. Mark’s Anglican Church, 203 Logy Bay Road, St. John's

Some of the volunteer position would include:
·       Coordinator:  Scheduling volunteers, meals, supplies etc.
·       Off-site food preparation – simple meals (soup, stew, chili, sandwiches etc.)
·       Host / Hostess – meet & greet clients, serve tea / coffee, serve prepared food items.
·       Driver – (no special license required) Pickup vehicle, driving to and from locations, greeting clients, helping host / hostess, returning vehicle to overnight parking location.

·       Others to be determined

 
While this is an information session, we are equally interested to hear from others who may have experiences with this type of endeavour.
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