	Worship Calendar

Sunday, February 15, Transfiguration Sunday, 10:30 a.m. White)  (AG Team 2) (EA Gail Trewhitt)
Exodus 24: 12 – 18  (Stephanie Gavell)   Psalm 99   2 Peter 1: 16 - 21 (Sharon Smith)   Matthew 17: 1 – 9

Wednesday, February 18, Ash Wednesday, 7:00 p.m. (Purple) Holy Eucharist With the Imposition of Ashes 
Joel 2: 1 – 2, 12 – 17a      Ps.103: 8 – 18     2    Cor. 5: 20b – 6:2     Matthew 6: 1 – 6, 16 – 21

Sunday, February 22, Lent 1, 10:30 a.m. (Purple) Holy Eucharist (BCP) (AG Team 3) (EA Donald Sparkes)
Genesis 2: 15-17, 3: 1-7 (Louise Smith)   Psalm 32   Romans 5: 12-19 (Maxine Record Pinhorn)   Matthew 4: 1 – 11

Wednesday, February 25, 7:00 p.m. Wednesday in Lent – Compline & Address 

Sunday, March 1, Lent 2,, 10:30 a.m. (Purple) Morning Prayer in Lent followed by a Cup O’ Tea in the Parish Hall  (AG Team 1)
Genesis 12: 1-4a (Glenda Tapp)  Psalm 121   Romans 4: 1-5, 13-17 (Gail Trewhitt)   John 3: 1 - 17 



2026 Envelopes - If you need a new box of envelopes for 2026, please contact the parish office by email sjtetopsail@nfld.net or call 709-834-2336. We also have the option of Pre-Authorized payment or e-transfer.  To learn more about these options please call the Parish Office. 

A Note from the Treasurer: Please ensure your envelope number is on all financial correspondence so that we can credit your account for income tax purposes.

Regular Parish Office hours are Monday – Thursday, 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.

Service Roster:	Sidespersons		Sound Room
February 15th 		Don S. 		Bob D.
February 22nd 		Jo-Anne R.		Ken L.
March 1st 		Rex H.			Bob D.
March 8th 		Audrey M.		Andrew B.

	Bishop: The Right Reverend Dr. Samuel Rose
Diocesan Administrator: The Venerable Charlene Taylor
Rector: The Reverend Josiah “Jotie” Noel, T.S.S.F. (Third Order, Society of St. Francis)
Parish Deacon:  The Reverend Lisa Cox
Organists/Choir Director: Stephanie Gavell, Amanda Dawe-Ledwell
Parish Wardens: Rex Hillier & Donald Sparkes
Office Administrator: David Kelland


Welcome to the
Parish of St. John The Evangelist
Conception Bay South, Newfoundland

Transfiguration Sunday
February 15, 2026
[image: Sunday Online Worship: Transfiguration of Our Lord, February 14, 2021 – St.  Johns Evangelical Lutheran Church]

























www.stjohntheevangelistnl.com
Facebook: SJTE Topsail
Office email: sjtetopsail@nfld.net
Office phone number: 709 834-2336
Rector Email: jotienoel@gmail.com
Cell: 709 325-2366

Our Parish Mission Statement 
We believe in nurturing a community of faith dedicated to inclusion, support and sharing the story of God's love with all people regardless of the stage of their spiritual journey

The Parish live-streams our regular Sunday Services and posts to Facebook
[bookmark: _Hlk220487260]“It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God.” Hebrews 10.31

The Church chooses Goepel lessons for specific Sunday’s relative to the life of Christ and the time of year. The Season of Epiphany which concludes today is no exception:

1. The Epiphany of the Lord (Matthew 2: 1 – 12) The visit of the magi.
2. The Baptism of the Lord (Matthew 3: 13 – 17) The dove and voice at Baptism.
3. John the Baptist testifies to Jesus’ Ministry (John 1: 29 – 42) John the Baptist’s declaration ‘the lamb of God’.
4. Jesus Begins his ministry in Galilee (Matthew 4: 12 – 23) Jesus calls disciples.
5. Jesus Opens His Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5: 1 – 12) Jesus preaches a new relationship and lifestyle.
6. Jesus Urges Followers to be Salt & Light (Matthew 5: 13 – 20) Jesus invites followers to season and shine.
7. Jesus is Transfigured Before Three Disciples on a Mountain (Matthew 17: 1 – 9) The Transfiguration and voice on the mountain.

Epiphany means to show forth, manifest, or demonstrate. The above Sunday Gospel Lessons demonstrate the theme of Epiphany in various events and circumstances.

On the Mount of Transfiguration, the disciples fall to their knees, overcome by the majesty and the mystery of Christ. In a dazzling moment they see that Jesus is more than a great moral teacher, more than even a miraculous healer of human ills! Jesus is none other than who the baptismal voice proclaimed him to be – none other than the Son of God.

This morning, here in our time and place, with our carpeted comfortable rooms where we worship, with smiling amiable pastors and worship leaders, upbeat hymns, preachers joshing with us and everyone so comfortable, so delighted to be together, so well adjusted to Jesus, I wonder? I wonder, are we in need of a refreshing dose of mystery, of wonder, of fear and transcendence? 
Transfiguration is just the Sunday for that! 		Reverend Jotie, TSSF

Compassionate God,
you transfigured your Son, Jesus Christ,
before the eyes of your chosen witnesses
and they were overcome by fear.
Transfigure us so that we may turn from fear to love
and reveal your compassion for all humanity;
through Jesus Christ, the beloved. Amen.(ACC)
Welcome – This morning we welcome Reverend Emeline Coffin as our Presider.

We invite prayers for those who are sick: Colin C., Isla, Phyllis H., Dave M., Erica H., Diane W., Una D., Harry D. 

Pastoral Emergencies / Need to Speak to Rev. Jotie – As we adjust to our new ½ time clergy model we have a couple of suggestions:
1. In the event of a pastoral emergency do not hesitate to contact Rev. Jotie directly. He has the same cel number and will attempt to answer and respond to calls on an ‘as needed’ basis. 
2. If you need to speak to Rev. Jotie, we suggest you start contacting the Parish Office (Monday – Thursday, 9 – 1 p.m.). As needs unfold his regular intended work schedule of Wednesday and Saturday may be changed. 

PLEASE NOTE: The Parish Office will be closed on Thursday, February 19th, as David is away. 

Parish Home Visits – The dynamic of the times still provides many issues for clergy home visit ministry. As we continue to emerge out of the pandemic and still live with it, Canon Jotie is ready, willing, and able to visit you in your home. Under the circumstances, this offer comes with the understanding that he will respond to invitations. Please call him to invite him to visit your home if you wish for conversation, prayers, or Home Communion.

Bible Study – We chat about the Sunday Bible Lessons upstairs in Church on Saturdays, 1:30 p.m. You can bring your own Bible or we will provide a copy of the lessons for you. All are welcome. Next Session – February 21

Ash Wednesday - The Imposition of Ashes - We will offer the imposition of ashes during the Eucharist. This will take place during the General Confession. Ashes are a symbol of purification and penitence. From the eleventh century onward, Christians came to Church on the Wednesday before the first Sunday in Lent to have blessed ashes (made of the palm branches of the previous Palm Sunday) put on their foreheads. The words used in the rite are penitential ones and suggest abasement before God if forgiveness is to be achieved. They are a reminder of our human mortality: ‘Remember, you are dust, and to dust you shall return. (cf. Genesis 3.19)’ It can be a spiritually powerful inauguration of the season of Lent. Those who attend the service may or may not choose to receive the imposition of ashes. There may be multiple stations for the Imposition of Ashes.

St. John the Evangelist Vestry – Vestry Meeting, Thursday, February 19, 7:00 p.m.

Calendars for Sale – We have 2026 Calendars featuring artwork by Ed Roche for sale. If you would like to purchase one drop by the Office. Cost: $10.00 each.

Bishop’s Lenten Letter 2026

 “Then Jesus was led out into the wilderness by the spirit to be tested by the devil. 2 He fasted forty days and forty nights, and at the end of it was famished. Then the tempter approached him.” 		(Matthew 4:1-3, translation by N.T. Wright) 

+++

My dear beloved family in Christ, 

As we enter this holy season of Lent, I invite you on a journey toward the Cross of Christ and the Empty Tomb - a time of renewal and preparation for the joy of Easter. Rooted in the ancient practice of preparing new believers for baptism, Lent calls all of us to deepen our faith through prayer, penitence, fasting, self-denial, and acts of generosity. 

Like any meaningful journey, Lent begins with intention. Perhaps you’ll set aside moments for quiet prayer, select a devotional to guide your reflections, curb unhelpful habits, or commit extra time and resources to our shared ministry. There are countless paths to walk this season, and I encourage you to choose one that draws you closer to God and one another. 

But why embark on this journey? In the Garden of Eden, Adam and Eve enjoyed a perfect relationship with God and Creation without fear or shame. Yet, tempted by the serpent, they became fixated on what was forbidden. This damaged their trust in God and marred their identity as God’s beloved children. This “original sin” still echoes in our lives, where temptations lure us to doubt our worth and chase false illusions of fulfillment. 

In contrast, in the Gospels, Jesus is affirmed as God’s beloved Son at His baptism. Yet, he also faces the same tempter in the wilderness. “If you are the Son of God,” the devil challenges, urging Him to misuse power for self-gain, test God’s protection, or worship false idols. Jesus resists these temptations, rooted in faithful obedience. Jesus depends on God for everything, refusing the devil’s temptations towards sin. Through this, He reclaims and models our true identity as God’s children. 

This, dear friends, is the heart of Lent: reclaiming our baptismal identity. The world bombards us with messages that we are inadequate, tempting us to seek our worth in possessions or appearances. But these are deceptions. In baptism, God marks us as worthy, loved, and treasured. You are priceless beyond measure. Jesus’ death on the Cross doesn’t earn God’s love; it reveals that love already given freely. 



I invite you this Lent to hold fast to this truth. Let us discipline our lives to turn away temptation, saying with Jesus, “Away with you, Satan! Worship the Lord your God, and serve only Him.” Through prayer and reflection, may we rediscover our dignity as God’s beloved, supporting one another in acts of compassion and service. 

I pray this season strengthens our Diocese in faith and unity. May the Holy Spirit guide your steps, leading us all to the resurrection hope of Easter. 

In Christ’s love, 
[image: ]
The Rt. Rev. Samuel Rose 
Bishop of Eastern Newfoundland and Labrador

+++
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Christ in the Desert, or Christ in the Wilderness (1872), a painting by Russian artist Ivan Kramskoi, depicting the temptation of Christ.
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