	Worship Calendar

Sunday, February 8, The Presentation of the Lord, 10:30 a.m. (White) Candlemas Procession with Holy Baptism & Holy Eucharist (AG Team 1) (EA – Iain Hollett)
Malachi 3: 1 – 4  (Reverend Emeline)    Psalm 84: 1 – 7      Hebrews 2: 14 – 18  (Betty Hiscock)    Luke 2: 22 – 40 

Sunday, February 15, Transfiguration Sunday, 10:30 a.m. (White) (AG Team 2) (EA Gail Trewhitt)
Exodus 24: 12 - 18 35 (Stephanie Gavell)   Psalm 99   2 Peter 1: 16 - 21 (Sharon Smith)   Matthew 17: 1 – 9

Wednesday, February 18, Ash Wednesday, 7:00 p.m. (Purple) Holy Eucharist With the Imposition of Ashes 
Joel 2: 1 – 2, 12 – 17a    Ps.103: 8 – 18   2 Cor. 5: 20b – 6:2  Matthew 6: 1 – 6, 16 – 21

Sunday, February 22, Lent 1, 10:30 a.m. (Purple) Holy Eucharist (BCP) (AG Team 3) (EA Donald Sparkes)
Genesis 2: 15-17, 3: 1-7 (Louise Smith)   Psalm 32   Romans 5: 12-19 (Maxine Record Pinhorn)   Matthew 4: 1 – 11
 



2026 Envelopes - If you need a new box of envelopes for 2026, please contact the parish office by email sjtetopsail@nfld.net or call 709-834-2336. We also have the option of Pre-Authorized payment or e-transfer.  To learn more about these options please call the Parish Office. 

A Note from the Treasurer: Please ensure your envelope number is on all financial correspondence so that we can credit your account for income tax purposes.

Parish Office hours are Monday – Thursday, 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.

Service Roster:	Sidespersons		Sound Room
February 8th 		Betty H.		Andrew B.
February 15th 		Don S. 		Bob D.
February 22nd 		Jo-Anne R.		Ken L.
March 1st 		Rex H.			Bob D.

	
Bishop: The Right Reverend Dr. Samuel Rose
Diocesan Administrator: The Venerable Charlene Taylor
Rector: The Reverend Josiah “Jotie” Noel, T.S.S.F. (Third Order, Society of St. Francis)
Parish Deacon:  The Reverend Lisa Cox
Organists/Choir Director: Stephanie Gavell, Amanda Dawe-Ledwell
Parish Wardens: Rex Hillier & Donald Sparkes
Office Administrator: David Kelland



                  Welcome to the Parish of
St. John the Evangelist
Conception Bay South, Newfoundland

The Presentation of the Lord
February 8, 2026
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www.stjohntheevangelistnl.com
Facebook: SJTE Topsail
Office email: sjtetopsail@nfld.net
Office phone number: 709 834-2336
Rector Email: jotienoel@gmail.com
Cell: 709 325-2366

Our Parish Mission Statement 
We believe in nurturing a community of faith dedicated to inclusion, support and sharing the story of God's love with all people regardless of the stage of their spiritual journey

The Parish live-streams our regular Sunday Services and posts to Facebook
Candlemas – Under Another Name

The Presentation of the Lord officially occurs on February 2. Luke the evangelist tells us that Jesus was presented in the house of God, as the Law of Moses required. He also records how the Christ-child was greeted by Simeon and Anna, two figures who represented Israel’s longing to see the Redeemer promised by God. 

The evangelist gave Simeon a song to sing, the Nunc dimittis, which acclaims Jesus as the saving Light of God. To symbolize the enlightening truth of Christ the western Church developed the custom of blessing candles on this feast — hence its other title, Candlemas. 

The chief title of today’s feast, “The Presentation,” comes from the ancient Jewish law that every firstborn son had to be dedicated to God’s service. But the Law of Moses allowed parents to redeem their child by offering something else in his stead. In Jesus’s case, Mary and Joseph offered the redemptive substitute which the law appointed for the first-born of poor parents, “a pair of turtledoves, or two young pigeons.” 

Thus, paradoxically, the Redeemer himself was redeemed. Many Christian writers have delighted to see the deepening of this paradox in the story of Simeon. In the fourth century, Ephrem of Edessa wrote: “When Simeon the priest received Christ into his arms and presented him to God, he understood that he was not offering Christ, but was himself being offered.” 

In celebrating the Feast of the Presentation, the people of the Church become like Simeon, who cradled the infant Light of salvation in the crook of his arm and knew him to be as fragile as a candle-flame. In baptism, in meditating upon Scripture, and in the eucharist Christians cradle the same Light and take responsibility for the life of Christ in our world. And yet the paradox continues. Even as they hold Christ in their hands, they may discover that they are really in the crook of Christ’s arms, being presented by him in the sanctuary of God’s joy and glory. 		
For All The Saints


Blessed are you, O Lord our God,
for you have sent us your salvation.
Inspire us by your Holy Spirit to recognize him
who is the glory of Israel and the light for all nations,
your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. (ACC)

[bookmark: _Hlk221012985]Holy Baptism – This morning we welcome Vance Gregory Butt who will be presented by his parents Nikita Quinlan & Gregory Butt for the sacrament of Holy Baptism.


We invite prayers for those who are sick: Colin C., Isla, Phyllis H., Dave M., David O., Erica H.
Please Note – As of January 2026, names added to the Prayer List will remain for one month only, unless requested to continue. If a family member wishes a name to remain for another month, please contact the Parish Office 709 834-2336.


Cathedral Service - The Rt. Rev. Samuel Rose, Bishop of Eastern Newfoundland & Labrador, invites you to a Diocesan Celebration of the Holy Eucharist with the Installation of the Cathedral Chapter and Diocesan Chancellor and Commissioning of the Bishop’s Council at the Cathedral of St. John the Baptist on Sunday, February 8, 2026, at 3:00 pm.
We invite any Choir members from our Parishes to come and sing. If you would like to join the Choir for this service, please contact Sharon Whalen at the Cathedral by February 1st: Music@OurCathedral.ca
 All Diocesan Clergy, Licensed Lay Ministers, and Eucharistic Assistants are invited to attend and robe. The Liturgical Colour is WHITE.

Gonzaga High School will be holding its annual Ocean Ranger Memorial Prayer Service to remember those who lost their lives in the tragedy 44 years ago. The service will be held on Thursday, February 12, 2026 at 1:00 pm at the Basilica of St. John the Baptist. The service will be livestreamed and the link will be posted to the church’s website: https://www.youtube.com/@BasilicaHeritageFoundation 

Pastoral Emergencies/ Need to Speak to Rev. Jotie – As we adjust to our new ½ time clergy model we have a couple of suggestions:
1. In the event of a pastoral emergency do not hesitate to contact Rev. Jotie directly. He has the same cel number and will attempt to answer and respond to calls on an ‘as needed’ basis. 
2. If you need to speak to Rev. Jotie, we suggest you start contacting the Parish Office (Monday – Thursday, 9 – 1 p.m.). As needs unfold his regular intended work schedule of Wednesday and Saturday may be changed. 


Parish Home Visits – The dynamic of the times still provides many issues for clergy home visit ministry. As we continue to emerge out of the pandemic and still live with it, Canon Jotie is ready, willing, and able to visit you in your home. Under the circumstances, this offer comes with the understanding that he will respond to invitations. Please call him to invite him to visit your home if you wish for conversation, prayers, or Home Communion.


Bible Study – We chat about the Sunday Bible Lessons upstairs in Church on Saturdays, 1:30 p.m. You can bring your own Bible or we will provide a copy of the lessons for you. All are welcome. Next Session – February 14


Calendars for Sale – We have 2026 Calendars featuring artwork by Ed Roche for sale. If you would like to purchase one drop by the Office. Cost: $10.00 each.


2026 Bulletins - If you’d like to give a weekly bulletin to commemorate the life of a loved one or in Thanksgiving for an event in your life, please contact David in the office for the dates available.


Advance Notice - Annual Meeting – The annual meeting for the parish will be held by March 31st and will be scheduled shortly; This is reminder for all groups and organizations to prepare their reports and submit them to the office as soon as is possible.
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Community Connector
A Mobile Place of Welcome and Belonging
YOU can help!

This Mobile Ministry Bus, an initiative of the Diocese of Easter Newfoundland & Labrador, will help meet the needs of people from all communities in our province who come to St. John’s for basic services.  It is our hope that this endeavor will provide a space for those living on the streets to get warm in the winter, cooled in the summer, to provide a simple hot meal, coffee & tea or a cold drink, and provide basic clothing and hygiene & toiletry items.  

We are getting very close to being on the road.  Thank you to those from all over Newfoundland and Labrador who have contributed with so many items and financial donations.  

How can you help?
· You can send or drop off donations to Church House, 22 Church Hill, St. John’s, NL A1C 3Z9.
· Financial donations to “Mobile Ministry Bus” can be sent to the address above. A receipt for tax purposes will the issued.  E-transfers and credit card donations can be made by contacting Rev. Fred Marshall.

If you would like further information please contact:
Rev. Fred Marshall - fredjmarshall@gmail.com - Ph: 709-727-4346
Rev. Amanda Taylor - rectorstmarksnl@gmail.com
Rev. Gail MacDonald – reverendgail@nl.rogers.com  - Ph: 709-730-9290
Mary Lou Vokey -  mlvokey@hotmail.com – Ph: 709-368-6975
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Celebrating Candlemas
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