
	Worship Calendar

[bookmark: _Hlk188448829]Sunday, February 1, Epiphany 4, 10:30 a.m. (Green) Morning Prayer in Epiphany followed by a Cup O’ Tea In the Parish Hall (AG Team 3)
Micah 6: 1 – 8 (Donna Dawe)  Psalm 15   1 Corinthians 1:18 – 31 (Robert Dawe) Matthew 5: 1  12

Sunday, February 8, The Presentation of the Lord, 10:30 a.m. (White) Candlemas Procession with Holy Baptism & Holy Eucharist (AG Team 1) (EA – Iain Hollett)
Malachi 3: 1 – 4  (Reverend Emeline)    Psalm 84: 1 – 7      Hebrews 2: 14 – 18  (Betty Hiscock)    Luke 2: 22 – 40 

Sunday, February 15, Transfiguration Sunday, 10:30 a.m. (White) (AG Team 2) (EA Gail Trewhitt)
Exodus 24: 12 - 18 35 (Stephanie Gavell)   Psalm 99   2 Peter 1: 16 - 21 (Sharon Smith)   Matthew 17: 1 – 9

Wednesday, February 18, Ash Wednesday, 7:00 p.m. (Purple) Holy Eucharist With the Imposition of Ashes 
Joel 2: 1 – 2, 12 – 17a    Ps.103: 8 – 18   2 Cor. 5: 20b – 6:2  Matthew 6: 1 – 6, 16 - 21



2026 Envelopes - If you need a new box of envelopes for 2026, please contact the parish office by email sjtetopsail@nfld.net or call 709-834-2336. We also have the option of Pre-Authorized payment or e-transfer.  To learn more about these options please call the Parish Office. 

A Note from the Treasurer: Please ensure your envelope number is on all financial correspondence so that we can credit your account for income tax purposes.

Parish Office hours are Monday – Thursday, 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.

Service Roster:	Sidespersons		Sound Room
February 1st 		John C.		Bob D.
February 8th 		Betty H.		Andrew B.
February 15th 		Don S. 		Bob D.
February 22nd 		Jo-Anne R.		Bob D.

	
Bishop: The Right Reverend Dr. Samuel Rose
Diocesan Administrator: The Venerable Charlene Taylor
Rector: The Reverend Josiah “Jotie” Noel, T.S.S.F. (Third Order, Society of St. Francis)
Parish Deacon:  The Reverend Lisa Cox
Organists/Choir Director: Stephanie Gavell, Amanda Dawe-Ledwell
Parish Wardens: Rex Hillier & Donald Sparkes
Office Administrator: David Kelland




                  Welcome to the Parish of
St. John the Evangelist
Conception Bay South, Newfoundland

The Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany
February 1, 2026
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www.stjohntheevangelistnl.com
Facebook: SJTE Topsail
Office email: sjtetopsail@nfld.net
Office phone number: 709 834-2336
Rector Email: jotienoel@gmail.com
Cell: 709 325-2366

Our Parish Mission Statement 
We believe in nurturing a community of faith dedicated to inclusion, support and sharing the story of God's love with all people regardless of the stage of their spiritual journey

The Parish live-streams our regular Sunday Services and posts to Facebook
[bookmark: _Hlk220487260]So, What will ½ Time Parish Ministry Look Like?

Members of the Vestry have been wondering and discussing this topic with Church House, among themselves and with me for some time. The short answer is that it is different in each time and place.

My contract with this Parish is quite explicit – February 1st to May 31, Sundays and 10 weekdays per month. This ½ time position translates into about 3 ½ days per week, which makes sense given a seven-day week. 14 days per month (15 in March and May with 5 Sundays) sounds perfect, mathematically!

My ideal schedule, after discussion with parishes and clergy who have had very positive experiences in ½ time ministry is to work: Thursday afternoon, Friday, Saturday and Sunday. Yes, the ideal.

Unfortunately, we do not live in ideal times and circumstances. Lent will shortly be upon us!

My intended schedule, in consideration of time and place is to work: Wednesday, Saturday, and Sunday, with the ½ day as a flex to adjust to pastoral and personal needs that may arise. I will continue to Chair Vestry Meetings on the third Thursday.

The above discussion with positive parishes and clergy did include the need for flexibility for both parties (Priest & Parish).

I have signed a second ½ time contract with Bishop Rose and the Diocese (February 1 – May 31). The two ½ time contracts ( 3 ½ days + 3 ½ days = 7 days a week) will offer me full time pay and medical coverage until my retirement, May 31. I am very grateful to Bishop Rose for this opportunity, given my unique position.

This contract with the Parish of St. John the Evangelist is a soft landing to retirement as it will inform me of the commitment and expectations of ½ time parish ministry. Likewise, it is a soft take-off for the Parish as you adjust to this new ½ time permanent reality with a familiar priest for the next four months.

With joy and excitement, I look forward to the next four months serving as your rector. 

In the event of a pastoral emergency, I would suggest we start contacting the Parish Office (Monday – Thursday, 9 – 1 p.m.). I have the same cel number and will attempt to answer and respond to calls on an ‘as needed’ basis.
The Christingle

This morning, we will celebrate the Christingle – a Moravian tradition from their German roots in Europe. The tradition started in Germany in 1747 as an attempt to get children to think about Christmas.

The candle represents Jesus, the light of the world who calls us, too, to shine as light in the darkness. The orange represents the world.  The red ribbon speaks of the blood of Jesus which he shed for the sins of the world; just as the ribbon is wrapped around the orange, so Jesus' love reaches all around the world. The four toothpicks holding fruit, nuts, and candy, represent the four seasons of the year during which God provides for all of our needs, of which food is just one.

Celebrations of the Christingle are normally in Christmas and Epiphany.

Jesus, you were born for our salvation;
you came as Saviour to bring wholeness and peace,
and you come to bring light into the darkness of our lives.
With the help of the Holy Spirit of God,
may this Christingle be a reminder of
the light of Christ at home in our lives.
May we seek to share that light in the places where we go;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, the light of the world. Amen. (ACC)

We invite prayers for those who are sick: Colin C., Isla, Phyllis H., Dave M.
Please Note – Starting in January, Names added to the Prayer List will remain for one month only unless requested to continue. If a family member wishes a name to remain for another month, please contact the Parish Office 709 834-2336.

Gonzaga High School will be holding its annual Ocean Ranger Memorial Prayer Service to remember those who lost their lives in the tragedy 44 years ago. The service will be held on Thursday, February 12, 2026 at 1:00 pm at the Basilica of St. John the Baptist. The service will be livestreamed and the link will be posted to the church’s website: https://www.youtube.com/@BasilicaHeritageFoundation 
A Donation has been made to the Parish to the Glory of God and in Loving Memory of:
Rodney Jacobs, from his parents, Don & Margaret Jacobs.

Advance Notice - Annual Meeting – The annual meeting for the parish will be held by March 31st and will be scheduled shortly; This is reminder for all groups and organizations to prepare their reports and submit them to the office as soon as is possible.
The Symbolism of the Christingle

Whereas the original Christingle consisted of a beeswax candle with a red ribbon, which represent the light and blood of Jesus respectively, the modern Christingle is an altogether more complex creation with added symbolism. The various parts of the Christingle represent the following:

· An orange: With its round shape, the orange represents the world.

· A candle: Pushed into the center of the orange, the candle symbolizes Jesus Christ as the Light of the World, as it does in the original version of the Christingle.

· A red ribbon: The meaning of the red ribbon, which is wrapped around the orange, is also retained. It symbolizes the blood of Christ.

· Dried fruits and/or sweets: The sweets or fruits represent the fruits of the earth, which are nurtured by rain and sunshine.

· Four cocktail sticks: The sticks that are pushed into the orange represent the four seasons and also the four cardinal directions, namely North, South, East, and West.

Preparing the Christingle

1. Turn orange upside down, Push four sticks into the bottom to stabilize the orange. Think about the orange symbolising the world.

Creator God, thank you for the wonderful world we live in. Thank you for homes and family, for friends and pets. Help us to notice the good around us every day. Amen.
2. Add the red strip around the middle of the orange. Think about the red representing the broken-ness of the world and us.

Forgiving God, we are sorry for the wrong things we do that hurt your world and make things bad. Please forgive us and help us to look after your world and each other. Amen.
 
3. Put sweets on the sticks. Think about the sweet reminding us of all the good things we have

Generous God, thank you for all the good food that the earth produces. Thank you that we can eat healthy food and sweet treats. Please teach us to be generous to those who do not have enough. Amen.
 
4. Push the sticks in to the orange between the segments. Think about the four sticks representing all of time (seasons) and space (directions).

Eternal God, You are with each one of us at all times: spring, summer, autumn and winter; and in all places: north, south, east and west. Thank you that you are always near. Amen.

5. Push the candle holder into the top of the orange, then add the candle. Think about the candle representing Jesus, who brings light into darkness, especially during this dark time of Epiphany, and who came to be God With Us.

Loving God, you sent Jesus to be the Light of the World, so that you could be with us, and we could be with you. Thank you for Jesus and thank you for enabling me to be a Light in the Darkness. Amen.
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