
	Worship Calendar

Sunday, January 11, The Baptism of the Lord, 10:30 a.m. (White) Holy Eucharist (AG Team 3) (EA – Donald Sparkes)
Isaiah 42: 1 – 9 (Rosalind Sparkes) Psalm 29   Acts 10: 34- 43 (Donald Sparkes) Matthew 3: 13-17

Sunday, January 18, Week Of Prayer for Christian Unity, 10:30 a.m. (Green) Holy Eucharist (BCP) (AG Team 1) (EA – Gail Trewhitt)
Isaiah 62: 1 – 5 (Glenda Tapp)  Psalm 36: 5 – 10    I Corinthians 12: 1 – 11 (Gail Trewhitt)   John 2: 1 - 11

Sunday, January 25, Epiphany 3, 10:30 a.m. (Green) Holy Eucharist (AG Team 2) 
Lessons TBA     




2026 Envelopes - If you need a new box of envelopes for 2026, please contact the parish office by email sjtetopsail@nfld.net or call 709-834-2336. We also have the option of Pre-Authorized payment or e-transfer.  To learn more about these options please call David in the Parish Office. 

A Note from the Treasurer: Please ensure your envelope number is on all financial correspondence so that we can credit your account for income tax purposes.

Parish Office hours are Monday – Thursday, 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.

Service Roster:	Sidespersons		Sound Room
January 18th 		Betty P.			Bob D.
[bookmark: _Hlk151020574]January 25th		Gail T.			Jim S.
February 1st  		John C.			Bob D.

	
Bishop: The Right Reverend Dr. Samuel Rose
Diocesan Administrator: The Venerable Charlene Taylor
Rector: The Reverend Josiah “Jotie” Noel, T.S.S.F. (Third Order, Society of St. Francis)
Parish Deacon:  The Reverend Lisa Cox
Organists/Choir Director: Stephanie Gavell, Amanda Dawe-Ledwell
Parish Wardens: Rex Hillier & Donald Sparkes
Office Administrator: David Kelland



                   Welcome to the Parish of
St. John the Evangelist
Conception Bay South, Newfoundland

The Baptism of the Lord
January 11, 2026
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The Bulletin is given to the Glory of God
and in Loving Memory of
Clemmie Smith
by 
Jim, Sharon and Family



www.stjohntheevangelistnl.com
Facebook: SJTE Topsail
Office email: sjtetopsail@nfld.net
Office phone number: 709 834-2336
Rector Email: jotienoel@gmail.com
Cell: 709 325-2366

Our Parish Mission Statement 
We believe in nurturing a community of faith dedicated to inclusion, support and sharing the story of God's love with all people regardless of the stage of their spiritual journey

The Parish live-streams our regular Sunday Services and posts to Facebook
‘
The Baptism of Our Lord is actually the pivotal moment linking together the Nativity story of Christmas with the unfolding fulfilment of Jesus’ full identity, ministry and mission. Now, we can turn our focus towards Easter!

Each of today's lessons tells a pivotal moment in this divine drama. In the first reading (Isaiah42:1-9) we have the first of the "servant songs" in which the long-hoped-for Messiah is promised, "Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen one in whom I delight, I have
bestowed my spirit upon him."

The Psalmist, speaking of God's covenant with David to be fulfilled in the messianic promise (Psalm 29), is told that he will be named as God's "first born - highest among the kings of the earth."

The story in Acts 10:34-43 tells of the missionary zeal of the early church in bringing this Good News of the Messiah, the King of Kings and servant King - not only to the household of Israel but to the Gentile world as well. The conversion of Cornelius marks an important turning point in which the Holy Spirit has broken through with a clear new direction, and Peter preaches to this Gentile convert of how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power."

In Matthew’s (3: 13 – 17) which is the focal point of this feast day, we have the actual story of the baptism of Jesus by John the Baptist in the River Jordan. And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up from the water, suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he saw God’s Spirit descending like a dove and alighting on him.  And a voice from the heavens said, “This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.”

This public affirmation and blessing marks the beginning of Jesus' public ministry, although the full meaning and nature of his mission was not understood by those around him, save John alone. 

Yet it was an Epiphany - a bursting forth, a revelation of Jesus as messianic king and spirit-filled servant - summed up in the simple but powerful words, "“This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.” This day commemorates a pivotal event for each of us also. It is a day in which we not only remember the baptism of Jesus, but remember and celebrate our own. In our tradition, on this day we also renew our own baptismal promises.

God of glory, immerse us in your grace, mark us with your image,
and raise us to live our baptismal promises,
so that, empowered by the Holy Spirit,
we may follow the example of Christ your beloved
in whose name we pray. Amen. (ACC)

Prayers for Those in Need - We invite prayers for those who are sick: Cassidy B., Patricia B., Elaine M., Doug T., Tammy H., Wally H., Ruby H., Eva B., Scott S., Don M., Colin C., Hilda S., Emily O., Linda Y., Margie T., Gary T., Susan M., Randy S., Gary M., Dennis C., Isla, Dave Y., David O., Shawn H., Darrin B., Tina D.

Please Note – Starting in January, Names added to the Prayer List will remain for one month only unless requested to continue. If a family member wishes a name to remain for another month, please contact the Parish Office 834-2336.

Parish Home Visits – The dynamic of the times still provides many issues for clergy home visit ministry. As we continue to emerge out of the pandemic and still live with it, Canon Jotie is ready, willing, and able to visit you in your home. Under the circumstances, this offer comes with the understanding that he will respond to invitations. Please call him to invite him to visit your home if you wish for conversation, prayers, or Home Communion.

Advent / Christmas / Epiphany Bible Study - Live Hybrid Inclusive Interactive. Live in St. John the Evangelist Church. Hybrid for those who join us on zoom. Inclusive to anyone who can be present at the Church or has access to the internet
Interactive for: Persons who may be physically present or Persons who join us through zoom in the comfort of their own home, hospital bed, or anywhere in the world if you have internet with a computer, phone, iPad or laptop!
Just show up at the Church or join us online by contacting Canon Jotie at least one day prior (by phone or email) for a Zoom link. Thursdays, 10:30 a.m., Next Session – January 2026. Session 3 - MESSENGERS reading Isaiah 35: 1 – 10, James 5: 7 – 10, Matthew 11: 2 – 11

Hymn Suggestion – You are invited to choose a hymn by filling out a green form at the back of the Church. We intend to sing these selections, if possible, in late January/February as time and circumstance permits.

St. John the Evangelist Vestry – Our regular monthly meeting will be on Thursday, January 15, 7:00 p.m.

Volunteers Needed! - If you’re interested in becoming more involved in the life of your Parish, why not consider volunteering to serve as a person in the Sound Room or on a Counting Team? Training and orientation are provided, and the time commitment would only be an hour or two, every month to 6 weeks. If this sounds like something you’d like to do, contact David in the Parish office at sjtetopsail@nfld.net or at 709-834 2336.
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