
	Sunday / Christmas Worship Calendar

Sunday, December 14, Third Sunday of Advent, 10:30 a.m. (Blue) Holy Eucharist (AG Team 2) (EA – Iain Hollett)    Isaiah 35: 1 - 10  (Stephanie Gavell)    Psalm 146: 4 – 9    James 5: 7 – 10   (Rev. Emeline Coffin)      Matthew 11: 2 – 11

Sunday, December 21, Fourth Sunday of Advent, 10:30 a.m. (Blue) Candles In Memory with Carols (AG Team 3) Ecclesiastes 3: 1-8  (Betty Hiscock)    Philippians 1: 3-11  ( Maxine Reccord Pinhorn)      Matthew 1: 18-25

Wednesday, December 24, Christmas Eve (White) (AG Team 1) *
11:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist (EA – Gail Trewhitt)
		Isaiah 9:2-7   Ps. 98   Titus 3: 4-7       Luke 2:1-20
4:00 p.m. Blessing of the Creche & Holy Eucharist (EA – Iain Hollett)
		Isaiah 9:2-7    Ps. 98   Titus 3: 4-7       Luke 2:1-20
7:00 p.m. Holy Eucharist (EA – Donald Sparkes)
		Isaiah 9:2-7    Psalm 96    Titus 2:11-14       Jn 1: 1-14

Sunday, December 28, First Sunday after Christmas 
		10:30 a.m.(White) Christmas Lessons & Carols (AG Team 2)

Sunday, January 4, 2026, The Epiphany of the Lord 10:30 a.m. (White) Family Eucharist (AG Team 2) (EA – Iain Hollett)	Followed by a Cup O’Tea in the Parish Hall
Isaiah 60: 1-6 (Sharon Smith)  Ps.72:1-7, 10-14  Ephesians 3: 1-12 (Louise Smith) Mt.2: 1-12




A Note from the Treasurer: Please ensure your NAME & ENVELOPE NUMBER are on all financial correspondence so that we can credit your account for income tax purposes.

Regular Parish Office hours are Monday – Thursday, 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.

Service Roster:		Sidespersons		Sound Room
[bookmark: _Hlk151020574]December 14th 			Betty H.		Bob D.
December 21st 			Don. S.			Jim S.
December 24th						Bob D./Jim S. / Bob D.
December 28th 			JoAnne R.		Jim S.

	Bishop: The Right Reverend Dr. Samuel Rose
Diocesan Administrator: The Venerable Charlene Taylor
Rector: The Reverend Canon Josiah “Jotie” Noel, T.S.S.F. (Third Order, Society of St. Francis)
Parish Deacon:  The Reverend Lisa Cox
Organists/Choir Director: Stephanie Gavell, Amanda Dawe-Ledwell
Parish Wardens: Rex Hillier & Donald Sparkes
Office Administrator: David Kelland


Parish of St. John The Evangelist
Conception Bay South, Newfoundland
December 14, 2025
Third Sunday of Advent 
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This Bulletin is given to the Glory of God
and in Loving Memory
of our Parents, Nora & Lewis Hutchings 
and Mildred & James Squarey
Remembered by
Dianne & Arthur Squarey


www.stjohntheevangelistnl.com
Facebook: SJTE Topsail
Office email: sjtetopsail@nfld.net
Office phone number: 709 834-2336
Rector Email: jotienoel@gmail.com
Cell: 709 325-2366

Our Parish Mission Statement 
We believe in nurturing a community of faith dedicated to inclusion, support and sharing the story of God's love with all people regardless of the stage of their spiritual journey

The Parish live-streams our regular Sunday Services and posts to Facebook
When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by his disciples and said to Jesus, “Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for another?” Matthew 11: 2,3

In response to John’s questions, Jesus gives evidence. Jesus doesn’t get angry or rebuke John and his disciples for their questions. He offers evidence. They need some proof; Jesus offers some proof as answer to their questions.

And then Jesus says something interesting. “I assure you that no one who has ever been born is greater than John the Baptist. Yet whoever is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.”

I hear two things in Jesus’ response to John: Jesus is patient with us and our questions. 

It is no sin to feel disappointed by Jesus or to have questions about him and his work. He does not condemn John for his questions. Rather, Jesus praises John, making the amazing statement that nobody has been born who is greater than John the Baptist.

A second insight about Jesus’ response to John: Jesus says that though John is a great person with amazing insight, “Yet whoever is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.”

I think Jesus is talking about you, those of you who feel that you, with your questions, doubts, and misgivings, are the “least in the kingdom of heaven.” According to Jesus YOU are greater even than the forerunner, Jesus’ honored cousin, John the Baptist.

Jesus doesn’t turn you away or turn away from you because of your doubts, questions, and misgivings. He welcomes your questions and responds to them giving evidence from his good work.

Think about that as we move ever closer to the birth of the babe of Bethlehem.
									 Canon Jotie, T.S.S.F.
God for whom we watch and wait,
you sent John the Baptist
to prepare the way of your Son:
give us courage to speak the truth,
to hunger for justice,
and to suffer for the cause of right,
with Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.


Parish Home Visits – Reverend Jotie is ready, willing, and able to visit you in your home. Under the circumstances of time and place, this offer comes with the understanding that he will respond to invitations. Please call him to invite him to visit your home if you wish.



Prayers for Those in Need - We invite prayers for those who are sick: Cassidy B., Patricia B., Elaine M., Doug T., Tammy H., Jeanette P., Wally H., Ruby H., Eva B., Scott S., Don M., Colin C., Hilda S., Emily O., Linda Y., Margie T., Gary T., Susan M., Randy S., Gary M., Dennis C., Isla, Dave Y., David O., Shawn H., Darrin B., Tina D.

Please Note – Starting in January, Names added to the Prayer List will remain for one month only unless requested to continue. If a family member wishes a name to remain for another month, please contact the Parish Office 834-2336.

To Creche or not to Creche - Hope, Peace, Joy and Love are predominant themes for Advent. In the context of waiting and watching on the cusp of something significant in salvation history we have placed the Creche, albeit an empty one. The Creche reminds us of the humility of the Creator in the beautiful story of the birth in time of the timeless son of God in Luke’s Gospel. Let us wait and watch with anticipation as we patiently celebrate Advent.

Advent / Christmas / Epiphany Bible Study - Live Hybrid Inclusive Interactive. Live in St. John the Evangelist Church. Hybrid for those who join us on zoom. Inclusive to anyone who can be present at the Church or has access to the internet
Interactive for: Persons who may be physically present or Persons who join us through zoom in the comfort of their own home, hospital bed, or anywhere in the world if you have internet with a computer, phone, iPad or laptop!
Just show up at the Church or join us online by contacting Canon Jotie at least one day prior (by phone or email) for a Zoom link. Thursdays, 10:30 a.m., The Next Session will be in the New Year – January 2026. Session 3- MESSENGERS reading Isaiah 35: 1 – 10, James 5: 7 – 10, Matthew 11: 2 – 11

Favourite Hymns – Hymn selection is part of the many conversations taking place before a liturgy on any Sunday. Normally, the selections are consistent with the theme of the service (season, Bible lessons, familiarity, etc.). If you have a favourite hymn you would like to nominate for consideration, there are sheets for that purpose at the back of the Church. Provide the details and drop your selection in the Collection Plate at the Offertory. Every reasonable effort will be made to find a suitable Sunday to sing your selection. Thanks for your suggestions. 

Food Bank – Our local foodbank shelves are becoming bare and in need of many food supplies. Please consider dropping off any of the much-needed items in our foodbank cart: canned beans, cereal, cake mix, soup or anything else you'd like to contribute.




Candles in Memory - Our annual candles in memory service will take place on Sunday December 21st 10:30 a.m. To light a candle or have a candle lit in memory of a loved one please call the parish office at 709-834-2336 or email sjtetopail@nfld.net by Wednesday, December 17th.

Christmas Memorials - The Parish office is now accepting Christmas Memorials. Because of the busyness of the office during the Advent and Christmas Season, any memorials received after Thursday, December 18th at 1:00 p.m. will be published in the January weekly bulletin.

[image: ]The ACW sends a big thank you to everyone who helped make this year’s Holly Tea a great success!  It was a delightful afternoon of good food, fellowship and fun!  We are indeed grateful to each and everyone and send our best wishes to all for a very Blessed Christmas and New Year

2026 Envelopes - If you need a new box of envelopes for 2026 please contact the parish office by email sjtetopsail@nfld.net or call 709 834-2336. We also have the option of Pre-Authorized payment or e-transfer.  To learn more about these options please call the Parish Office. 

Parish Treasurer – The Vestry is seeking a Parish Treasurer. Please discern volunteering for this position. David Kelland works with the Treasurer to prepare the financial information for Vestry and the Annual Report. The Treasurer oversees this finance ministry.
[image: ]
Parish Office Christmas Hours

In keeping with the Diocesan Synod Office Christmas hours, The Parish Office will be closed from Wednesday, December 24th to Friday, January 2nd inclusive.

We will open on Tuesday, December 30th, for year- end counting and deposit 

Regular office hours (9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.) will resume on Monday, January 5th, 2026

A locked mail drop box is available at the office entrance for your convenience.

If you have an emergency during the Christmas season, please contact: Reverend Jotie at 709 325-2366


Lighting of the Advent Wreath

Today is the Third Sunday of Advent and we light The Candle of Love. 

First, we lit The Candle of Hope, and reaffirmed our hope in Jesus Christ. The first candle of the wreath is lit 

Then we lit the second, The Candle of Peace, and we reaffirmed the importance of our being peace-makers in our world
The second candle of the wreath is lit.

Today, we light The Candle of Love, and reaffirm the importance of sharing the love we have in Christ Jesus. 
The third candle of the wreath is lit.


	Candle Lighting Hymn

We light the Advent candles against the winter night
To welcome our Lord Jesus, who is the world’s true light.
To welcome our Lord Jesus, who is the world’s true light.

Three candles now are gleaming and show us the true way.
[bookmark: _Hlk183596360]Rejoice, the Baptist cries out: Your Lord has come today!
Rejoice, the Baptist cries out: Your Lord has come today!


Blessed are you, sovereign Lord, just and true:
to you be praise and glory for ever.
Your prophet John the Baptist was witness to the truth
as a burning and shining light.
Blessed be God for ever.

May we your servants rejoice in his light,
and so be led to witness to him
who is the Lord of our coming Kingdom,
Jesus our Saviour and King of the ages.
Blessed be God for ever.

Third Sunday of Advent, December 14, 2025
Holy Eucharist (B.A.S.)
Sentence – ‘The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the Lord has anointed me to bring good tidings to the afflicted.” Isaiah 61.1

THE GATHERING OF THE COMMUNITY
Processional Hymn 102 CP 	Prepare the Way, O Zion 
Greeting, Glory to God	p. 185 - 186
The Collect 	 		p. 270
The Advent Wreath
THE PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD

Isaiah 35: 1 - 10 	Stephanie Gavell

The Song of Zechariah
Blessed are you, Lord, the God of Israel, you have come to your people and set them free.
You have raised up for us a mighty Saviour, born of the house of your servant David.
Through your holy prophets, you promised of old to save us from our enemies,
from the hands of all who hate us, to show mercy to our forebears, and to remember your holy covenant.
This was the oath you swore to our father Abraham: to set us free from the hands of our enemies,
free to worship you without fear, holy and righteous before you, all the days of our life.
And you, child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High, for you will go before the Lord to prepare the way,
to give God’s people knowledge of salvation by the forgiveness of their sins.
In the tender compassion of our God the dawn from on high shall break upon us, 
to shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death, and to guide our feet into the way of peace.
Glory to God, Source of all being, eternal Word, and Holy Spirit:
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

James 5: 7 - 10		Rev. Emeline Coffin	
Gradual Hymn 101 CP		Hail To The Lord’s Anointed
Gospel Lesson: Matthew 11: 2 - 11
Sermon

Nicene Creed			p. 188

Prayers of the People	Pray for the Church, that we may be ready for the coming of Christ: the leaders of the Church; the nations, that they may seek peace and reconciliation; those who are working for justice in the world; and the broken, that they may find God’s healing.

Watchful at all times, let us pray to God for strength to stand with confidence.
God, our Maker and Redeemer, fill the earth with justice and compassion.
God of Mary and Joseph, hear and have mercy.

Establish righteousness in the nations.
God of Mary and Joseph, hear and have mercy.
	
Bind up the broken-hearted, restore the sick, and raise up all who have fallen.
God of Mary and Joseph, hear and have mercy

Shine the light of Christ on all who live in darkness and the shadow of death.
God of Mary and Joseph, hear and have mercy.

Empower us, with all the saints in light, to be your witnesses in the world.
God of Mary and Joseph, hear and have mercy.

Confession-Peace		p. 191 - 192

THE CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST

Offertory Hymn 97 CP 	Jesus Came, The Heavens Adoring
Prayer Over the Gifts		p. 271	
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING		Eucharist Prayer: # 1, p. 193
Lord’s Prayer - Breaking of the Bread		p. 211 - 214
Communion
Prayer After Communion	p. 271
Blessing
THE DISMISSAL
Sending Out			p. 215
Mission Hymn	363 CP		My Soul Proclaims Your Glory, Lord
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