
	Sunday / Christmas Worship Calendar

Sunday, December 7, Second Sunday of Advent, 10:30 a.m. (Blue) Morning Prayer, Followed by a Cup O’ Tea in the Parish Hall (AG Team 1) The Jesse Tree

Sunday, December 14, Third Sunday of Advent, 10:30 a.m. (Blue) Holy Eucharist (AG Team 2) (EA – Iain Hollett)  Isaiah 35: 1 - 10  Stephanie Gavell   Psalm 146: 4 – 9    James 5: 7 - 10   Rev. Emeline Coffin       Matthew 11: 2 – 11

Sunday, December 21, Fourth Sunday of Advent, 10:30 a.m. (Blue) Candles In Memory with Carols (AG Team 3) Ecclesiastes 3: 1-8  Betty Hiscock    Philippians 1: 3-11   Maxine Reccord Pinhorn      Matthew 1: 18-25

Wednesday, December 24, Christmas Eve (White) (AG Team 1) *
11:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist (EA – Gail Trewhitt)
		Isaiah 9:2-7   Ps. 98  Titus 3: 4-7  Betty Hiscock   Luke 2:1-20
4:00 p.m. Blessing of the Creche & Holy Eucharist (EA – Iain Hollett)
		Isaiah 9:2-7    Ps. 98   Titus 3: 4-7       Luke 2:1-20
7:00 p.m. Holy Eucharist (EA – Donald Sparkes)
		Isaiah 9:2-7         Psalm 96    Titus 2:11-14       Jn 1: 1-14



A Note from the Treasurer: Please ensure your NAME & ENVELOPE NUMBER are on all financial correspondence so that we can credit your account for income tax purposes.

Regular Parish Office hours are Monday – Thursday, 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.


Service Roster: 		Sides Persons 	Sound Room
December 7th 			Ken C.			Bob D.
December 14th 			Betty H.		Bob D.
December 21st 			Don. S.			Jim S.
December 24th						Bob D./Jim S. / Bob D.

	
Bishop: The Right Reverend Dr. Samuel Rose
Diocesan Administrator: The Venerable Charlene Taylor
Rector: The Reverend Canon Josiah “Jotie” Noel, T.S.S.F. (Third Order, Society of St. Francis)
Parish Deacon:  The Reverend Lisa Cox
Organists/Choir Director: Stephanie Gavell, Amanda Dawe-Ledwell
Parish Wardens: Rex Hillier & Donald Sparkes
Office Administrator: David Kelland



Parish of St. John The Evangelist
Conception Bay South, Newfoundland
December 7, 2025
Second Sunday of Advent 
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This Bulletin is given to the Glory of God
and in Loving Memory
of our Daughters-in-Law, Diane & Samia
and of our Grandson, Benjamin
Remembered by
Marlene & George Coffin


www.stjohntheevangelistnl.com
Facebook: SJTE Topsail
Office email: sjtetopsail@nfld.net
Office phone number: 709 834-2336
Rector Email: jotienoel@gmail.com
Cell: 709 325-2366

Our Parish Mission Statement 
We believe in nurturing a community of faith dedicated to inclusion, support and sharing the story of God's love with all people regardless of the stage of their spiritual journey

The Parish live-streams our regular Sunday Services and posts to Facebook
This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord; make his paths straight.’ Matthew 3:3

”When we think of church, do we think of church as a place of transformation or a place of stabilization? Do we come to church to be shaken up, turned around, improved, born again, or do we come to be confirmed, blessed in our present situation, more firmly fixed in the state in which we arrived?

Neurological research shows that our internal, bodily reactions in our fear of strangers and those different from us have biological, physiological bases. Our fear of those who are different is human, all too human, fixed into our bodies and brains by millions of years of development.

And yet, Christ, in the tradition of the Hebrew prophets, commands us to reverse our fear of strangers, to welcome the stranger, to show the same hospitality to others that has been 
shown to us. 

How is that possible? It is impossible . . . unless John the Baptist’s sermon is true. 

Real human transformation, the reversal of our perfectly natural, innate human tendencies, is impossible without divine, external help.

Advent is the season when the church celebrates the truth that help is on the way. God does not wait for us to come to God; God comes to us. 

God does not sit by, hoping against hope that we might turn toward God; God in Christ turns toward us. Jesus Christ is the axe laid to the unfruitful tree, the purifying fire, the one who not only commands repentance but also enables us to repent.

It is Advent.	 God is coming. 	You can change!	That is good news indeed.
								Canon Jotie, T.S.S.F.

God of justice,
clear our lives of hatred and despair
and sow in us seeds of joy and peace;
so that shoots of hope may spring forth in us
as we await the coming of the Christ,
who with you and the Holy Spirit,
lives and reigns, one God,
now and for ever. Amen.


To Creche or not to Creche - Hope, Peace, Joy and Love are predominant themes for Advent. In the context of waiting and watching on the cusp of something significant in salvation history we have placed the Creche, albeit an empty one. The Creche reminds us of the humility of the Creator in the beautiful story of the birth in time of the timeless son of God in Luke’s Gospel. Let us wait and watch with anticipation as we patiently celebrate Advent.

Prayers for Those in Need - We invite prayers for those who are sick: Cassidy B., Patricia B., Elaine M., Doug T., Tammy H., Jeanette P., Wally H., Ruby H., Eva B., Scott S., Don M., Colin C., Hilda S., Emily O., Linda Y., Margie T., Gary T., Susan M., Randy S., Gary M., Dennis C., Isla, Dave Y., David O., Shawn H., Darrin B., Tina D.

Candles in Memory - Our annual candles in memory service will take place on Sunday December 21st 10:30 a.m. To light a candle or have a candle lit in memory of a loved one please call the parish office at 709-834-2336 or email sjtetopail@nfld.net by Wednesday, December 17th.

Christmas Memorials - The Parish office is now accepting Christmas Memorials. Because of the busyness of the office during the Advent and Christmas Season, any memorials received after Thursday, December 18th at 1:00 p.m. will be published in the January weekly bulletin.

The Jesse Tree – The symbol of the Jesse Tree comes from Isaiah 11:1-2: “A shoot shall come out from the stock of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots: and the spirit of the Lord shall rest on him.’ Each branch of the tree is a story, one of the stories that make up the whole sacred Story of God’s relationship with His people, with us. It’s named for the father of King David because in a dark time—when the royal line seemed chopped down, cut off at the root—God promised His people that He would raise up a royal ruler for them. He would raise up His Messiah. A Jesse Tree helps us remember our story, the story of God’s people, who waited so long for the coming of Messiah, just as we are waiting through the dark days of December for Jesus.

Favourite Hymns – Hymn selection is part of the many conversations taking place before a liturgy on any Sunday. Normally, the selections are consistent with the theme of the service (season, Bible lessons, familiarity, etc.). If you have a favourite hymn you would like to nominate for consideration, there are sheets for that purpose at the back of the Church. Provide the details and drop your selection in the Collection Plate at the Offertory. Every reasonable effort will be made to find a suitable Sunday to sing your selection. Thanks for your suggestions. 





Food Bank – Our local foodbank shelves are becoming bare and in need of many food supplies. Please consider dropping off any of the much-needed items in our foodbank cart: canned beans, cereal, cake mix, soup or anything else you'd like to contribute.


Reverse Advent Calendar - You are invited to participate in our Reverse Advent Calendar as we support our ministry to provide food to people who are hungry. Please see the blue insert in this bulletin and additional copies are also available in the back of the Church.


Parish Treasurer – The Vestry is seeking a Parish Treasurer. Please discern volunteering for this position. David Kelland works with the Treasurer to prepare the financial information for Vestry and the Annual Report. The Treasurer oversees this finance ministry.


Parish Home Visits – Canon Jotie is ready, willing, and able to visit you in your home. Under the circumstances of time and place, this offer comes with the understanding that he will respond to invitations. Please call him to invite him to visit your home if you wish.


Sound Room - If you’re interested in becoming more involved in the life of your Parish, why not consider volunteering to serve as a person in the Sound Room? Training and orientation are provided, and the time commitment would only be an hour or two, every month to 6 weeks. If this sounds like something you’d like to do, contact Robert Dawe at 709-834- 2890 or David in the Parish office at sjtetopsail@nfld.net or at 709-834 2336.












Lighting of the Advent Wreath


Today is the Second Sunday of Advent and we light The Candle of Peace. Last week we lit the first candle, The Candle of Hope, and reaffirmed our hope in Jesus Christ. 
The first candle of the wreath is lit 

Today, with The Candle of Peace, we reaffirm the importance of our being peace-makers in our world.
The second candle of the wreath is lit.


	Candle Lighting Hymn

We light the Advent candles against the winter night
To welcome our Lord Jesus, who is the world’s true light.
To welcome our Lord Jesus, who is the world’s true light.

We light the second candle, and hear God’s holy word.
[bookmark: _Hlk183596360]It tells us, cling to Jesus, prepare to meet your Lord.
It tells us, cling to Jesus, prepare to meet your Lord.


Blessed are you, sovereign Lord, just and true: to you be praise and glory for ever. Of old you spoke by the mouth of your prophets, but in our days you speak through your Son, whom you have appointed the heir of all things.
Blessed be God for ever.

Grant us, your people, to walk in his light, so that we may be found ready and watching when he comes again in glory and judgment;
for you are our light and our salvation.
Blessed be God for ever.
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