Envelope Number

You are reminded to please put your envelope numbers on your giving’s envelope.  If we don’t have a number or name we will not know who to credit for year-end tax receipts.

Sunday Bulletins

If you would like to give the bulletin in memory of a loved one or in thanksgiving of an event in your life, please call the parish office (834-2336) to book a date.  Dates available are: April 11th & 25th, May 2nd, 9th, 16th, & 30th, June 6th, 13th, 20th, September 19th, October 3rd & 31st, November 14th, 21st, 28th, December 5th, 12th, Christmas Bulletin.
2021 Envelopes
Your 2021 contribution envelopes are available at the registration desk.  If you currently do not have envelopes but would like to contribute financially to our parish in this way please email the office sjtetopsail@nfld.net or call 834-2336. A reminder that we also have the option of Pre-Authorized payment or e-transfer. To find out more about these options please call the office. 

First Sunday of Lent

Collect

Almighty God, whose Son fasted forty days in the wilderness, and was tempted as we are but did not sin, give us grace to discipline ourselves in submission to your Spirit, that as you know our weakness, so we may know your power to save; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Readings 
1st Reading:  Genesis 9.8–17

 Psalm 25.1–9 (Refrain:
The paths of the Lord are love and faithfulness to those

   who keep his covenant

Second Reading:  1 Peter 3.18–22

Holy Gospel: Mark 1.9–15
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WALKING WITH CHRIST




The Bulletin is given to the Glory of God
and in Loving Memory of:
My Wife, Debbie Taylor
By
Husband, Doug
Our Parish Mission Statement We believe in nurturing a community of faith dedicated to inclusion, support and sharing the story of God's love with all people regardless of the stage of their spiritual journey

Lent - Temptation

Dear Friends in Christ,
Our Gospel reading for today is the traditional reading of Jesus temptations in the wilderness.  Why did this occur at this point – at the beginning of Jesus’ public ministry?  In short, it was a testing of the purpose and attitude of the Son of God, which the Father allowed and the Spirit directed him into.  It was a testing then, to prepare him for what lay ahead.
The first temptation involved turning some desert stones into bread.  Might not seem like much, but to perform the miracle to satisfy his own hunger, would have involved an abuse of the gift of power with which Jesus has been entrusted.  Many of us exercise power, which in biblical terms is always a gift of God for which we shall be held accountable, as parents, teachers, clergy, employers and so on, and we are to exercise it in the way that Jesus did.
If the first temptation was to misuse his power, the second was for Jesus to misdirect his worship.  Jesus is shown the kingdoms of the world and is promised them all if he worshiped the devil.  Presumable the temptation is founded upon the principle which is almost universally true that everyone has their price.  This brutal aggressive temptation that Jesus faced in the desert is one we all face in either subtle or more insidious ways.  But to fight it we must have the same determination as Jesus, to “worship the Lord your God and serve only him.”
The third temptation was to mistake his vocation.  Jesus is taken to a high point, the pinnacle of the temple and encouraged to throw himself down on the understanding that his Father will turn his fall into a bungee jump, whereby the angels will gather him up before he hits the ground.  Through this miracle, Jesus should take the fast route to fame and to become the toast of the people.  This is an assault on his vocation and a challenge to his integrity.
Jesus was able to resist the temptations for several reasons.  Undoubtedly, the bulwark of his defense was his understanding of Scripture.  Not only did he quote Scripture verses in his defense, but they expressed all that he wanted to say.  Secondly, he knew what his Father’s will for him was.  When we are certain in the knowledge of what God’s will is for us, we too are able to rebut the devil’s words and resist his schemes.  And finally, if we are poor in our knowledge of scripture, or faulty in self-understanding, we can always turn to prayer.  This is the only offensive weapon we have in times of testing, trial, and temptation.
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Rector – Vacant
The Sick
Michael, Salem, Paul, Horace, Michael C, Randy S, Eleanor M., Fred T.
**** 
From our Treasurer

Thank you for watching our services on our Facebook page (SJTE Topsail) as we continue to strive to bring the Word of God to each of you.  Through your financial support during these difficult times, we are able to keep your church operating.  Please continue to support us in this way. You have answered this challenge in the past and I know you will do the same in the future. As I’m sure you are all aware, we are no longer able to do our usual fundraising events.  These fundraisers provide significant financial support for our Church.  The COVID 19 virus is a challenge to us all, but we will persevere and one day soon we will worship together without fear and enjoy our social times together again.  May God Bless and keep you safe.  Below are ways to continue to contribute to your church safely:

1. Drop box, which is cleared daily, located outside the office entrance.

2. By mail via Canada Post. - P.O. Box 13033, CBS, NL A1W 2K1

3. By E-Mail transfer to sjtetopsail@nfld.net 

4. Pre-authorized debit (PAD) automatic deductions from your bank account. You would need to contact the parish office for details on this option.

Church Closure
Public worship is cancelled until further notice.  We will be offering an online Service on our Facebook page.  Please continue to check our website and our Facebook page SJTE Topsail for updates.

Online Service – Lent 1

Please join us this Sunday, February 21st at 10:30 a.m. we will be going live on our Facebook page - SJTE Topsail 

Office Closure

The Parish Office will be closed to the public until further notice.  You may call the parish office @ 834-2336 and leave a message or by email sjtetopsail@nfld.net at any time and we will get back to you as soon as possible. A drop box is available for your convenience. If you have an emergency outside of office hours, please contact Archdeacon Greg Mercer @ 325-2366.
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