
Collect 
Eternal Father, who at the baptism of Jesus revealed him to be your Son, anointing him with the Holy Spirit, keep your children, born of water and the Spirit, faithful to their calling; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Prayer over the Gifts
God of life and freedom, we celebrate the revelation of Jesus as the Christ who makes all creation new. Accept all we offer you this day and make us new in him, who is Lord for ever and
ever. Amen.

Prayer after Communion
Gracious God, lover of all, by this sacrament you make us one family in Christ your Son, one in the sharing of his body and blood, one in the communion of his Spirit. Help us to grow in love for one another and come to the full maturity of the Body of Christ. We ask this in his name. Amen.

Recessional Hymn

Refrain:	Go tell it on the mountain,
Over the hills and everywhere
Go tell it on the mountain
That Jesus Christ is born.

While Shepherds kept their watching 
O’er silent flocks by night,
Behold, throughout the heavens 
There shone a Holy light. Refrain

The Shepherds feared and trembled
When lo, above the earth,
Rang out the angel chorus
That hailed our Saviour’s birth. Refrain

Down in a lonely manger
The humble Christ was born,
And God sent our salvation
That blessed Christmas morn. Refrain
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[image: message1]Dear Friends in Christ,
The Sunday after the Epiphany is always the feast of The Baptism of our Lord and focuses on the meaning of Baptism.  Essentially, we are baptized as stewards of God’s creation.  That is to say, as baptized stewards we are responsible for ALL of God’s creation, including God’s household, the Church.

There is a story about legendary Sam Houston from the State of Texas that goes something like this.  It seems that Mr. Huston was about to be baptized in the river by a Baptist preacher.  The preacher was about to immerse Sam in the water and encouraged him to go ashore and take his wallet and change out of his pockets.  As Sam was about to reach the shore, he abruptly turned around, came back to the preacher and asked, “What’s going to happen to me when I’m baptized?”  The preacher replied, “All your sins will go into the water, and they will be washed away forever.”  Sam responded, “Oh God, I pray for the people downstream.”

Then Sam indicated to the preacher that he wanted to be baptized with his wallet in his pocket.  He said, “If I’m going to be baptized and give my life to God, I want my wallet baptized, too!”

As we reflect on this humourous anecdote, it revels the truth that many of us have a particular part of our life that has not been baptized.  Some of us have not given our time to God.  Others have withheld some of their gifts to God’s service.  Still others have not given has they could monetarily.  For all of us, there are some parts of our life we would like to hang onto, or find hard to let go of and turn it over to God.

Stewardship follows baptism.  It is everything we do after we say, “yes” to God.  Stewardship is about the way we care for our bodies, our time, our material goods, our families and relationships, and the whole of God’s creation.  Baptism empowers us to do all these things and cleanses our lives of their opposites like greed, selfishness and materialism.  Baptism and stewardship go hand in hand; it is a way of life.
							In His Service,
							Archdeacon Greg+
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LCdr. The Rev. Canon Jennifer Gosse
Maj. The Rev. Dennis Newhook
LCdr. The Rev. Beverly Kean-Newhook
Lt. (N) The Rev. John Housell Drover
Maj. The Rev. Canon Shawn Samson (Reserve)
Capt. The Rev. Canon Kris Gosse (Reserve)

Parish of the Ascension
Rector -	The Rev. David Burrows
Assistant - The Rev. Lynn Courage

Parish of Badger’s Quay/Pool’s Island
Vacant
St. Alban, Badger’s Quay
St. Stephen, Greenspond
St. Luke, Newtown


[bookmark: _Hlk26952546]Ordination Announcement
God Willing, The Right Reverend Samuel Rose, Bishop of Eastern Newfoundland & Labrador, will Ordain to the Sacred Order of Priests the Reverend Dale Careen on Sunday, January 24, 2021 at 11:00 a.m. at the Church of St. Cyprian and St. Mary on Bell Island.  Due to COVID-19 regulations this service will be by invitation only.
Please keep Rev. Dale, his family, and the Parish of Bell Island in your prayers.

2021 Envelopes
Your 2021 contribution envelopes are available in the church office. Please call the office if you would like to pick them up or if you would like to them placed at the registration desk for pick up.  If you currently do not have envelopes but would like to contribute financially to our parish in this way please email the office sjtetopsail@nfld.net or call 834-2336. A reminder that we also have the option of Pre-Authorized payment or e-transfer. To find out more about these options please call the office. 

Sunday Bulletins
If you would like to give the bulletin in memory of a loved one or in thanksgiving of an event in your life please call the parish office (834-2336) to book a date.
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