The Lord’s Prayer

Awaiting his coming in glory, as our Saviour taught us, so we pray

All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.
The Breaking of the Bread

God of hope, you prepare a banquet for us in your kingdom

Happy are those who are called to the supper of the lamb.
The Communion

Prayer after Communion

God for whom we wait, in this meal you give us a foretaste of that day

when the hungry will be fed with good things.  Send us forth to make known your deeds

and to proclaim the greatness of your name, through Jesus Christ, our Saviour and Lord. Amen.
Glory to God,

whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine.

Glory to God from generation to generation, in the Church and in Christ Jesus,

for ever and ever. Amen.
Sung Blessing
Hymn before the Dismissal – 423 CP – How Great Thou Art (All)
The Dismissal

Let us go forth bearing God’s promise to the world.

Thanks be to God.

The Holy Eucharist

First Sunday of Advent (Year B)

Hope

Gathering of the Community
The grace and peace of our Saviour Jesus Christ be with you,

And also with you.

Lighting of the Advent Wreath
This is the first Sunday of Advent and to begin our celebration of the Advent Season, we have the lighting of the first candle of our Advent Wreath. This first candle is The Candle of Hope. As we light this candle, we reaffirm the hope we have in Christ Jesus our Saviour.

The first candle of the wreath is lit.

God of hope, who brought love into this world,

be the love that dwells between us.

God of hope, who brought peace into this world,

be the peace that dwells between us.
God of hope, who brought joy into this world,

be the joy that dwells between us.
God of hope, the rock we stand upon,

be the centre, the focus of our lives always,

and particularly this Advent time.

Candlelighting
 -
A Candle is Burning - (Choir) 

Hymn before the Proclamation of the Word – Herald Sound the Note of Judgement
 (Choir)

Collect of the Day

O God of all the ages, rouse us from sleep, deliver us from our heedless ways

and form us into a watchful people, so that, at the advent of your Son, we may be found doing what is right, mindful of all you command.  We ask this through him whose coming is certain and whose days draw near, your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God for ever and ever.

Amen.
A Reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah

at the conclusion of the reading, the Reader says,
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church.

Thanks be to God.
Psalm 80: 1 - 7, 16 - 18

Refrain Show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved.
Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock;

shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the cherubim. 

In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh, 

stir up your strength and come to help us. 

Show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved.
Restore us, O God of hosts;

show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved.

O Lord God of hosts,

how long will you be angered despite the prayers of your people?

Show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved.
You have fed them with the bread of tears;

you have given them bowls of tears to drink.

You have made us the derision of our neighbours,

and our enemies laugh us to scorn.

Show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved.
Restore us, O God of hosts;

 show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved.

They burn it with fire like rubbish;

 at the rebuke of your countenance let them perish.

 Show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved.
Let your hand be upon the one at your side in honour,

the one you have made so strong for yourself.

And so will we never turn away from you;

  give us life, that we may call upon your name.

 Show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved.

Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light.

Blessed are you for your promise to your people.

Blessed are you for the prophets’ hopes and dreams.

Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will.

Blessed are you for your Son, Jesus, the Word made flesh.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body given for you.

Do this in remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:

Christ has died.

Christ is risen.

Christ will come again.
With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among us, full of grace and truth.  We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. We look with hope for his coming.

Come, Lord Jesus.
Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among us. Bless this meal.

May your Word take flesh in us. Awaken your people. Fill us with light.

Bring the gift of peace on earth.

Come, Holy Spirit.
All praise and glory are yours, Holy God of Israel,

Word of God incarnate, Power of the Most High,

one God, now and for ever. Amen.
Hymn for the Presentation of the Gifts –  323 CP – Ye Hole Angels Bright (Choir)
Prayer over the Gifts

God of abundance,

we bring before you the precious fruits of your creation, and with them our very lives.

Teach us patience and hope as we care for all those in need until the coming of your Son, our Saviour and Lord.  Amen.
The Great Thanksgiving

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.

We light them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give thanks and praise.
Blessed are you, gracious God, creator of heaven and earth;

we give you thanks and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord,

who in the fullness of time came among us in our flesh,

and opened to us the way of salvation.

Now we watch for the day when he will come again

in power and great triumph to judge the world, so that we, without shame or fear, may rejoice to behold his appearing.  Therefore, we praise you, joining our voices with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn

to proclaim the glory of your name.

Holy, holy, holy Lord,

God of power and might,

heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.

Hosanna in the highest.
Holy God, the beginning and the end, the giver of life:

Blessed are you for the birth of creation.


A Reading from the First Letter of Paul to the Corinthians
at the conclusion of the reading, the Reader says:

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church.

Thanks be to God.
Hymn before the Gospel - 93 CP – Ye Servants of the Lord (Choir)
The Holy Gospel
The Lord be with you.

And also with you.
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark

Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
at the conclusion of the Gospel reading, the reader says,

The Gospel of Christ.

Praise to you, Lord, Jesus Christ.
The Homily

An Affirmation of Faith

Let us declare our faith in God,

We believe in God the Father,

from whom every family

in heaven and on earth is named.

We believe in God the Son,

who lives in our hearts through faith,

and fills us with his love.

We believe in God the Holy Spirit,

who strengthens us

with power from on high.

We believe in one God:

Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

Amen.

The Prayers of the People

In joyful expectation of his coming to our aid

we pray to Jesus. Come to your Church as Lord and judge.

Help us to live in the light of your coming

and give us a longing for your kingdom.

Maranatha:

Lord Jesus, come in glory.
Come to your world as King of the nations.

Before you rulers will stand in silence.

Maranatha:

Lord Jesus, come in glory.
Come to the suffering as Saviour and comforter.

Break into our lives,

where we struggle with sickness and distress,

and set us free to serve you for ever.

Maranatha:

Lord Jesus, come in glory.

Come to us as shepherd and guardian of our souls.

Give us with all the faithful departed

a share in your victory over evil and death.

Maranatha:

Lord Jesus, come in glory.

Come from heaven, Lord Jesus, with power and great glory.

Lift us up to meet you,

that with St. John your saints and angels

we may live and reign with you in your new creation.

Maranatha:

Lord  Jesus, come in glory.
(Silence is kept.)

Come, Lord Jesus, do not delay; give new courage to your people,

who trust in your love.

By your coming, raise us to share in the joy of your kingdom

on earth as in heaven,

where you live and reign with the Father and the Spirit,

one God for ever and ever. Amen.
Confession and Absolution

Heavenly Father,

you have created a universe of light:

forgive us when we return to darkness.

Lord, have mercy.

Lord, have mercy.
Lord Jesus,

you are the light of the world:

cleanse and heal our blinded sight.

Christ, have mercy.

Christ, have mercy.
Holy Spirit,

you give us light in our hearts:

renew us in faith and love.

Lord, have mercy.

Lord, have mercy.
Almighty God,

who in Jesus Christ has given us

a kingdom that cannot be destroyed,

forgive you your sins,

open your eyes to God’s truth,

strengthen you to do God’s will

and give you the joy of his kingdom,

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
The Peace

We are the body of Christ.

In the one spirit we were all baptized into one body.

Let us then pursue all that makes for peace and builds up our common life.

May the peace of the Lord be always with you.

And also with you.
