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Baby Shining was delivered on December 24, 2016. She weighed 750 grams. She was not breathing, but was resuscitated by Dr. Jocelyne Uwinkesha a young doctor who had just learned the life-saving technique. The education program teaching local doctors to care for at-risk and premature infants was  funded by PWRDF under their All Mothers and Children Count program.

For weeks Baby Shining lived in an incubator with her mother Ruth sitting attentively by her side. People from the community told Ruth that her baby was too little to survive, but she was supported and encouraged by her husband and by the doctors and nurses working at the hospital. As Shining grew Ruth learned to provide Kangaroo Mother Care by placing the infant on her chest to keep her warm. Shining graduated from the incubator and progressed from a tiny feeding tube to taking her mother's milk from a cup. Eventually she was strong enough to breastfeed on her own. 

Finally in early March she was allowed to go home. Ruth and her husband know that without the immediate respiratory help she received by a trained doctor their baby likely would have died. Now they have a little girl who is healthy. She smiles and laughs a lot. Both Ruth and her husband are optimistic about Shining's bright future.
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PWRDF's partner, the Diocese of Bujumbura, and the Government of Canada conducted a survey into maternal, newborn and child health in the rural villages of the diocese. The findings revealed that a staggering 12% of babies died during childbirth. A program was developed to train and equip “Safe Motherhood Promoters” to educate women about family planning, nutrition and to encourage them to seek medical care during pregnancy and birth. 

Once the program was fully implemented the infant mortality rate in the region dropped to zero percent during a 6 month period. Almost all the births took place in a medical facility. Over 9000 people received education in feeding malnourished children and 91% of these children recovered. The educators also encouraged the mothers to join agricultural associations in their villages to support each other in growing food for their families. 
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